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Introduction

ÅKatherine Lynch

ÅWeb developer, Drexel University Libraries

ÅWeb accessibility researcher

ÅWCAG 2.0

ÅUsability
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Presentation Outline

ÅAccessibility

ÅWhat, who, why

ÅWCAG 1.0 and WCAG 2.0

ÅPros and cons

ÅEvaluation
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Presentation Outline

ÅRoles in Accessibility

ÅTools, humans, interactions

ÅWCAG Tips and Tricks

ÅContent

ÅTools

ÅTesting
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Web Accessibility

EXCERPT ïCONTACT ME FOR FULL PRESENTATION



For whom?

ÅUsers with disabilities

ÅVision, hearing, speech, cognition, physical, aging

ÅTim Berners-Lee

ÅWere it not for web accessibility, there would be no internet!

ÅCleaner code

ÅImproved usability

ÅMore than one way

ÅAccessibility measures make the web a better 

place for everyone. J
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How do we do it?

ÅW3C WAI

ÅWeb Accessibility Initiative

ÅWeb Content

ÅWCAG 1.0 Guidelines

ÅWCAG 2.0 Guidelines

ÅRecommendation, December 2008
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WCAG 1.0 and 2.0
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WCAG 1.0

ÅBasics of web accessibility

ÅFirst set of real guidelines

ÅText alternatives

ÅCSS

ÅProper HTML (tags, special characters, etc)
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WCAG 2.0

ÅWCAG 2.0: Improves on 1.0, addresses new 

technology.

ÅFlash, PDF, etc

ÅEmbedded media (podcasts, Youtube)

ÅAssistive technologies
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But does it really?

ÅLONG, difficult to read and apply techniques

ÅAccommodations for nonexistent future assistive 

technologies and web technologies

ÅMake-your-own baselines

ÅWCAG Declarations

EXCERPT ïCONTACT ME FOR FULL PRESENTATION



òFutureó technologies?
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òFutureó technologies?

ÅTechnology-independent

ÅGeneral
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An example:

ÅGuideline 4.1: 

ÅñMaximize compatibility with current and future user agents, 

including assistive technologies.ò

Å4.1.2
ÅName, role, value must be programmatically available, user 

parameters can be programmatically set, notifications of 

changes can be accessed by user agents and assistive 

technologies.
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Baseline Technologies
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Baseline Technologies

ÅBrowsers

ÅAssistive technologies

ÅFlash, PDF, applets, etc
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Baseline Technologies

ÅWeb content technologies

ÅFlash, PDF, etc

ÅSupported by user agents and assistive 

technologies, not the agents and assistive 

technologies themselves

EXCERPT ïCONTACT ME FOR FULL PRESENTATION



Baseline Technologies

ÅWho decides?

ÅThe authors, the developers

ÅCompanies

ÅGovernmental bodies

ÅA matter of trust
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Choosing a Baseline

ÅTechnologies

ÅFlash, Silverlight, scripts, PDFs, more

ÅConsider:

ÅBrowsers

ÅOperating Systems

ÅUsers
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Valid Baselines

ÅWhere do you encourage access?

ÅOn-site/off-site

ÅMobile devices

ÅDemographics

ÅConnection speed/signal strength

ÅCommon hardware

ÅUser age and experience
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Valid Baselines

ÅAnalytics

ÅBrowsers

ÅConnection speed

ÅLocation

ÅSearch terms
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Valid Baselines

ÅCornell University study:

ÅUsers ages 16-64

ÅSensory disability
ÅOver 5,300,000 Americans

ÅPhysical disability
ÅOver 14,000,000 Americans

ÅMental disability
ÅOver 9,000,000 Americans
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What can we take from WCAG 2.0?
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